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Jesse's Jottings
THE LOVE OF THE STORY
Jesse’s Jottings

October 3, 2022

I love stories. And Sister Mary Claire knew it. In that
little two-room schoolhouse that went from the first to
the sixth grade, she was an imposing force that kept
order and learning to a fine art form. In order to teach
the varying grade levels while keeping the other
students engaged, she had us read stories quietly and
then write a one-page “reflection” paper on it. She had
found a curriculum that had a story printed on an 8 ½
by 11 piece of cardboard, and each story was
categorized by topic and placed in colorful boxes. Those
boxes were on top of a long cabinet by the windows of
that small classroom. When it was time for the sixthgrade row (yes, it was just a row, not a class) to read
those stories, I did not hesitate. I went for the
Adventure Box.
I remember reading the story of Captain Robert Falcon
Scott, the leader of the ill-fated British Antarctic
Expedition. Captain Scott wanted to be the first to reach
the geographic South Pole, but upon reaching this long
sought-after location, he discovered that a rival
expeditionary team, led by the Norwegian Roald
Amundsen, had beaten him to it by four weeks. The
deflated Scott expeditionary party began the 800-mile
journey home. They never made it. Captain Robert
Falcon Scott and his companions died of exhaustion,
starvation, and exposure just eleven miles short of a
cached supply depot. Their frozen bodies, along with
farewell letters they had written to their loved ones,
were discovered in a tent eight months later by a rescue
party...

Jesse's Jottings Continued
I tell you of this story of Captain Scott and his Antarctic Expedition because it is a true
story, and I was captivated by it. I wanted to know more about Captain Scott and Roald
Amundsen. I wanted to know what motivated these men to pursue a goal that was filled
with seemingly insurmountable obstacles. That story was fascinating, gripping, and aweinspiring.
As I think about this story, I think about The Story. A professor once explained that the
Bible is a story of the brokenness of humankind and the lengths God will go to redeem
them. That is a beautiful and succinct picture of a loving and gracious God who relentlessly
pursues us and finds us where we are. The Bible is filled with stories of brokenness, of
tragedies, of miracles, of sin, and yet also filled with stories of forgiveness, of redemption,
and of grace.
Given this thought, I hope that you will read the Bible in a brand-new way. Hopefully, you
will be glued to every page, wrapped up in the lives of the characters, wanting to know
more about the Author of this incredibly intense, heart-warming, life-changing true story.
I encourage you to continue to immerse yourself in the words on the pages of the Bible.
Expect God to move in big ways in your life and in the lives of our church family as our
faith grows stronger and deeper through inviting His words of redemption and hope into
our lives.
Warmly in Christ,
Jesse

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION CLASS
The Sunday Adult Study on Uncommon Decency: Christian Civility in an Uncivil World
continues to meet at 8 a.m. before worship, in Room #13 (behind the Fellowship Hall). You
are invited and encouraged to attend the class even if you have not gotten the book or
have missed a class. Join the lively (and civil!) discussions.

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS
A new membership class will start after worship beginning Sunday, November 6th and will
meet for three Sundays. Please contact the church office to register. Current members are
encouraged to attend as a "refresher" course.

PRAYER GROUP CHANGE
Starting next week, the church prayer group will switch to meeting on Tuesdays at 11 a.m.

Sonshine Patch
BACK TO SCHOOL DELIGHT
We could not be more thrilled to start a new school
year with our staff and students. We celebrate all that
God has done for our school. He is so faithful, and we
are settling into the routines and daily activities of
school life. I want to highlight that we have a new
classroom that is perfect and beautiful, and we are
tremendously thankful to the Monday Morning Men
for all of their skilled work and help over the summer.
A new addition to our program this year is Chapel. I
love that all of our classes come together once a week
to pray, sing and worship, read God's Word, and grow
in our faith together. We welcome all SPP families and
FPC members to join us on Thursday mornings at 8:30
a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room.
One last item to note is that we are currently having
our annual Christmas wreath fundraiser. We are so
excited to again partner with Sherwood Forest Farms
and want to share that all proceeds raised will be
added to our Scholarship Program. An order form is in
the office for anyone who would like to support our
school with the best Christmas decorations!
With thankfulness for you all,
Daisy Chell

WRITE AFTER CHURCH
(RIGHT AFTER CHURCH)
Sunday, October 30; 10:45–Noon
Bring a notebook and a pen, and
join Beth Bates in Room #7 for a
simple brunch and writing in
community. All abilities are
welcome! Prompts provided;
BYOCoffee.
About the facilitator: Beth spent
nearly 20 years back home again
in Indiana, working as a writer and
editor and raising Jack (Sonshine
Patch alum) and Grace (baptized
by Pastor George)—with her dear
Dan—before
returning
to
F
A I T H in
A May.
N D While
F I L Maway, she
Montrose
earned her MFA in creative
writing from Butler University,
served as prose editor for a few
literary journals, and taught
creative nonfiction classes at the
Indiana Writers Center. Beth finds
joy in coaching writers of all
abilities as they sharpen their skills
while exploring new essay forms.

Get to know Josh Bishop
This month we invite you to get to know our
Sound Technician, Josh Bishop.
Josh was born in Denver. His dad grew up in Delta
and moved back here when Josh was 7. He grew
up here in Montrose, where he managed to get
into trouble every now and then. When asked if he
had any funny stories of his youth, he said: "Well, I
got stuck in a washing machine once. My mom also
likes to share that when I was little and played
soccer, I was the goalie, and I would just sit down
and play in the weeds."
From an early age, Josh has loved music. He said
that growing up; his family would go to concerts all
the time. He didn't just stick to concert outings,
though. When he was in High School, he went to
Germany for about a month, where he got to tour
most of the historical places and go to Austria to
see where Mozart was born. A host family took
him in for a week, and he got to go to school with
them. "I didn't really understand anything since I
didn't speak a lot of German, but we got to teach
the English class one time. They asked me to draw
this really terrible picture of the United States
because they wanted to know how close I lived to
Hollywood."
As a high schooler, he claims to have not been a
good student, barely graduating and making some
pretty rough choices when it came to friends and
recreation, which led to a really tough season in
his life. When asked what his Aha moment was, he
explained: "I just woke up one day with a
realization that I had to change; something had to
give. I just had to quit hanging out with all the bad
people, and then things just started falling into
place." An example of things falling into place is
that his buddy did sound for another church in

More about Josh
town and then started going through a smaller sound
engineering program. This friend kept telling Josh every
month about his classes and thought it was "way too cool."
He thought about the possibility of taking sound
engineering classes for about a year and decided that
"there's gotta be more to life than delivering beers." So
here he is, two and a half years in, and sharing his gifts
with us!
In his spare time, which is nonexistent at the moment due
to school, he tries to do carpentry-type things, like
building Corn Hole boards that he sells for a bit of pocket
money. Lately, he's been practicing his turn tables in an
effort to get his own production company started. A part
of that is being a DJ, and apparently, it's a lot harder than
he thought it would be.
He is also the VP of Community Service with his school's
National Society of Collegiate Scholars chapter, but most
of the events he helps organize are in Florida, so he has a
tendency to forget that he does volunteer work.
Josh values family very highly. As he put it: "You can't do
anything without a strong support system. It's probably
the biggest reason I've been able to make it so far. I have a
really good support system".
With a rough start in high school, Josh is the proudest of
his schooling. He's been doing really well, is at the top of
his class, and is getting ready to graduate in March!
Josh loves being around everybody here and likes
knowing that he's helping people. He looks forward to
coming every week and feels like each sermon speaks to a
different part of his life. "Every week, there's something I
can take away and speaks a little bit more to what's going
on in my life."
Josh, we love having you hear and are so blessed that God
allowed you to be a part of our church family!

LAST POTLUCK OF THE YEAR

This Sunday, October 16, we will be holding
our last all-church potluck of the year, as
November and December are hectic
months filled with advent preparations and
activities. So, bring a dish, a dessert, or a
delicacy to share, and we'll enjoy each
other's company, share in each other's lives
and prepare to help carry each other
through the end of the year.

FAITH AND FILM
Do you like movies? Would you
enjoy discussing faith implications in
various films? Then please contact us
about a monthly Faith and Film
event. Those interested will gather
first time as a group to suggest
movies (any genre, any generation)
and then decide on a monthly movie
calendar October-May. We envision
that we would view the month's
movie on our own, then gather (a
Friday night?) for guided discussion
toward the goal of
a) enhancing faith and b) having
good fellowship.
Mark and Michelle,
Leslie732m@gmail.com
or
markgregry@gmail.com [no "o" in his
email].

Operation Christmas Child boxes are waiting for
you at Church
SHOEBOX DISCOVERIES IN UGANDA & LIBERIA
= LESSONS LEARNED
1. THE GREATEST GIFT COMES FIRST: The shoe boxes are given after the children have
been taught about a God who loves them, knows them, and sees them. God gave His Best.
So PLEASE provide these children with your best, not necessarily expensive, gifts.
2. PERSONALIZE: One box had a piece of paper with the donor's hand drawn on it with a
message that said, "I am praying for you." The Pastor came over, put his hand on that drawn
hand, and prayed for the child who sent the box. Letters and such are SO very important.
3. THESE BOXES ARE FULFILLING DREAMS! A boy who wanted to be an engineer got a
calculator!
4. LOVED GIFTS: Cars, balls, knitted hats (despite hot weather). Girls loved the dolls.
5. PRAY and PACK: Pray before and after packing your box.
6. TAKE TOYS OUT OF PACKAGING: Sometimes, it's difficult to open the packaging
without tools like scissors or a knife. Other times there isn't a good way to dispose of all the
trash.
7. FLASHLIGHT WITH BATTERIES INCLUDED: Sometimes, it was not possible to open the
flashlight
case
to insert the
batteries.
For example,
small flashlight
required
Pack
a shoebox
gift
for a child
in needa given
in Jesus’
Namea Phillipsto
headed screwdriver to open the battery case. Tools are very scarce in many places
transform a child, their family, and their community.
shoeboxes go. Consider placing a small flashlight and at least two sets of batteries in a small
but sturdy plastic bag. As a general rule, consider what you put into your box.
8. WASHCLOTH and SOAP: Recipients didn't know what a washcloth was used for unless
it was bagged with soap. Again, please include them in a sturdy small plastic bag.

Watch "How to Pack a Shoebox" for more information.

Thank you From Pastor Jesse
I want to thank you all for reaching out to me in this time of
sadness and grief over the passing of my twin brother
Edward. Your calls, notes, texts, and personal conversations
have meant a lot to me and have blessed me more than you
know. Thanks so much!
God's Peace,
Pastor Jesse

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
October
Jarred Freese
Cathy Wortman
David Perfors
Laura Perfors
Max McKee
Oscar Andress
Sharon Cox
Barbara O'Neill
Bobbie Jahn
Daniel Lamar
Lucy McKee
Audrey Keep
Dan Keep
Jerry Jones
Gania Brown
Julie Andress

November
Oct 03
Oct 04
Oct 04
Oct 05
Oct 07
Oct 11
Oct 11
Oct 13
Oct 17
Oct 18
Oct 18
Oct 19
Oct 22
Oct 25
Oct 31
Oct 31

Beulah M. Helgeson
Bob Scott
Eli Andress
Marge Lincoln
Nick Ard
Larry Simmons
Merle Bierma
Sheila Sullivan
Norm Stevenson
Kandi Ray
Kurt Pederson
Rick Myers
Alden Kyburz
Josiah Graff
Marty Simmons
Tom Baird

Nov 01
Nov 01
Nov 06
Nov 09
Nov 09
Nov 10
Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 20
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 25
Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 28
Nov 30

Nick & Naomi Ard
Oct 04
Gary & Kay Schritter Oct 12

Gene & Sheri Lowin

Nov 24

