
For many people, the Christmas season is a time of joy and celebration. But for many
others, this season is bittersweet due to the loss of a loved one, loneliness, financial
difficulties, family being far away or life being overwhelming. Because the Christian
faith offers light, healing, and hope, First Presbyterian Church of Montrose is hosting
a “Service of the Longest Night” on the longest night of the calendar year which is
the winter solstice.
On Wednesday, Dec. 21, at 5:30 p.m., Pastor Jesse G. Mabanglo along with lay
leaders will be conducting this service, which is open to all in the community,
especially those who find the holiday season difficult. First Presbyterian Church is
located at 1840 Niagara Road. This worship service holds up those in the community
who have lost loved ones, who are burdened by life’s difficulties, who are
experiencing serious health issues, serious illness, or just feel overwhelmed. This
service is also for those who are supporting and walking alongside those who are
having a tough time.
The Service of the Longest Night will provide a quiet time for reflection with prayers,
songs, scriptures, and candle lighting. All worshippers will be invited to light a candle
as a symbol of Christ coming into the darkness of mourning. It is our fervent hope
that this service will remind us again that God came into the world to save us, and
that God still uses Christmas to extend this invitation of grace. Communion is open
to all, but not required of anyone. No contribution or donation is expected.

HAPPENINGS
First Week of December

A SERVICE OF THE LONGEST NIGHT



POINSETTIAS

NURSERY SIGN-UP

PLEDGE CARDS

We invite you to prayerfully consider
your continued financial commitment
to our church's mission and ministry for
the coming year. Pledge cards can be
found in the church foyer, or you can
access a digital version via the
following link: 
My 2023 Estimate of giving.
We ask that you return them by Dec. 31.
Please pray for God's work within our
faith community and within your lives as
you discern the role you will play in
support of this ministry.

Thank you to everyone who has
helped in the nursery over the past
couple of months. We are so
grateful. If you would like to sign up
to help, the sign-up sheet can be
found on the table in the foyer.

If you would like to donate a
poinsettia for the Sanctuary, please
bring your plant by the office Mon-
Thurs between 9 a.m. and Noon. 

Michelle Prentis-Leslie in memory of all the Ukrainians who have died in defense
of their country.
Jesse G Mabanglo in memory of Edward G Mabanglo.
Mark Gregory in memory of Jo and Margaret Gregory
Russ and Shelia Sullivan in memory of their parents and Russ' brother.
Jerry and Marge Lincoln in memory of their daughter Barbara Lincoln Bennet
Sally Furuiye in memory of her parents Wilfred and Maxine Cheedle who were
married on Christmas Day 1945.
Sara Ungrodt & Bryan Cashion in memory of the Ukrainians who have died and all
who are suffering.
Calvin & Sharon London with sweet memories of their generous parents Ruth &
Howard Heath (Calvin) and Margie & John McIntosh (Sharon).

THE POINSETTIAS ON THE STAGE HAVE BEEN LOVINGLY DONATED BY:

https://forms.gle/RvhpX1QhrjKkJhXM7
https://forms.gle/RvhpX1QhrjKkJhXM7

